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ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 PM-04 L-03 INR-07 INRE-00 SS-I5 

MMO-OI ABF-OI /04IW 

096232 

O 200220Z MAY 76 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9322 

CONEIDENTIAL TOKYO 7451 

si:Ams,iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

EOR EA/J SHERMAN EROM PETREL 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, JA 

SUBJECT: MISSION COMMENTS TO MAAG REQUIREMENT STUDY 
REF: TOKYO 7432 

1. A SEPARATE MESSAGE PROVIDES OUR VIEWS ON THE NECESSITY 
EOR MAINTAINING THE MDAO. WE GOT THE IMPRESSION EROM BOTH 
MORT ABRAMOWITZ AND BILL BARRETT THAT THEY DID NOT APPRE- 
CIATE OUR POLICY INTEREST IN MDAO. I HOPE YOU CAN IMPRESS 
ON THEM AND PM THAT WE ARE NOT MERELY EORWARDING MDAO'S 
MAIL ON THIS ISSUE. 

2. 1 WOULD EMPHASIZE: (I) OUR STAKE IN WORKING WITH JAPAN 
ON THEIR DEEENSE DEVELOPMENT PLANS; (2) THE COMPLEX SKEIN 
OE LEGAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS THAT WOULD BE 
AEFECTED; AND (3) MDAO'S UNIQUE ABILITY TO MAINTAIN SURVEILLANCE 
OE JAPANESE INDUSTRIAL/TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT AS THE MAIN 
REASONS EOR OUR SERIOUS CONCERN. 

3. WE DID NOT COMMENT SPECIEICALLY ON THE QUESTION OE 
MANNING LEVEL EOR MDAO. IN LINE WITH TOKYO 1741 (EEB. 4, 1976) 

WE BELIEVE SOME REDUCTION IS POSSIBLE, PARTICULARLY IF MDAO 
IS RELIEVED OE STATUTORY MAP END-ITEM RESPONSIBILITIES, WITHOUT 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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DESTROYING OUR CAPABILITIES IN MORE IMPORTANT AREAS. 
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REDUCTION BEYOND TWO OR THREE POSITIONS, HOWEVER, WOULD APPEAR 
TO AEEECT SUBSTANTIVE CAPABILITIES. 

HODGSON 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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